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Common License Types For Restaurants and Bars

Type 41 – Onsale Beer & Wine Eating Place

Issued to restaurants. Authorizes the sale of beer and wine for consumption on or off the premises where sold. Distilled spirits may 
not be on the premises (except brandy, rum, or liqueurs for use solely for cooking purposes). Must operate and maintain the 
licensed premises as a bona fide eating place. Must maintain suitable kitchen facilities and must make actual and substantial sales 
of meals for consumption on the premises. Minors are allowed on the premises. This license type is subject to Responsible 
Beverage Service (RBS) requirements and requires alcohol servers and managers of alcohol servers to be RBS certified.

Type 42 – Onsale Beer & Wine Public Premises

Issued to bars and taverns. Authorizes the sale of beer and wine for consumption on or off the premises where sold. No distilled 
spirits may be on the premises. Minors are not allowed to enter and remain (see BPC § 25663.5 for exception, musicians). Food 
service is not required. This license type is subject to Responsible Beverage Service (RBS) requirements and requires alcohol 
servers and managers of alcohol servers to be RBS certified.

Type 47 – Onsale General Eating Place

Issued to restaurants. Authorizes the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for consumption on the licensed premises. Authorizes 
the sale of beer and wine for consumption off the licensed premises. Must operate and maintain the licensed premises as a bona 
fide eating place. Must maintain suitable kitchen facilities and must make actual and substantial sales of meals for consumption on 
the premises. Minors are allowed on the premises. This license type is subject to Responsible Beverage Service (RBS) 
requirements and requires alcohol servers and managers of alcohol servers to be RBS certified.

Type 48 – Onsale General Public Premises 

Issued to bars and night clubs. Authorizes the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for consumption on the premises where sold. 
Authorizes the sale of beer and wine for consumption off the premises where sold. Minors are not allowed to enter and remain (see 
BPC § 25663.5 for exception, musicians). Food service is not required. This license type is subject to Responsible Beverage 
Service (RBS) requirements and requires alcohol servers and managers of alcohol servers to be RBS certified.



Other License Types For Restaurants and Bars

Type 23 – Small Beer Manufacturer

Authorizes the production and sale of beer by breweries which produce fewer than 60,000 barrels per year. The privileges and limitations for this type 
of license are the same as for other beer manufacturers. This license formerly related only to Steam beer. “Steam” beer is made by fermentation at 
cellar temperature rather than near freezing as is the case with other beers. It is made using only one type of malt–malted barley. 

“Micro-brewery“: A small-scale brewery operation that generally produces approximately 15,000 barrels a year. Its beer products are primarily intended 
for local and/or regional consumption. Typically, these operations are solely dedicated to the production of specialty beers, although some do have a 
restaurant or pub on their manufacturing plant.

“Brewpub“: Typically, a very small brewery with a restaurant where the beer it produces is sold in draft form exclusively at its own premises. This 
operation often sells other supplier’s bottled beer, including other hand-crafted or micro-brewed beers as well as wine to patrons for consumption on its 
premises. See “Special Note” below.

Type 40 – Onsale Beer

Issued to bars and taverns. Authorizes the sale of beer for consumption on or off the premises where sold. No wine or distilled spirits may be on the 
premises. Full meals are not required; however, sandwiches or snacks must be available. Minors are allowed on the premises. This license type is 
subject to Responsible Beverage Service (RBS) requirements and requires alcohol servers and managers of alcohol servers to be RBS certified.

Type 58 – Caterer’s Permit

This permit allows certain licensees to cater alcoholic beverages off-site.  For further information regarding a caterer’s permit, please see our Caterer’s 
Permits page. This license type is subject to Responsible Beverage Service (RBS) requirements and requires alcohol servers and managers of alcohol 
servers to be RBS certified. Issued to bars and night clubs. Authorizes the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for consumption on the premises 
where sold. Authorizes the sale of beer and wine for consumption off the premises where sold. Minors are not allowed to enter and remain (see BPC § 
25663.5 for exception, musicians). Food service is not required. This license type is subject to Responsible Beverage Service (RBS) requirements and 
requires alcohol servers and managers of alcohol servers to be RBS certified.

Type 75 – Brewpub – Restaurant

Issued to restaurants. Authorizes the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for consumption on a bona fide eating place plus a limited amount of 
brewing of beer. This license does not authorize the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption off the premises where sold. Minors are allowed on 
the premises. This license type is subject to Responsible Beverage Service (RBS) requirements and requires alcohol servers and managers of alcohol 
servers to be RBS certified.



What to Expect When Obtaining a Liquor License

When starting the process with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage 

Control, also know as the “ABC” there are several factors involved.



Choosing the Ownership Entity

When Applying for an ABC License an Entity Type is selected as the License Holder. This is typically the same ownership 
structure of the Business Entity looking to obtain an ABC license.

Something to consider, when selecting the Entity Type are some ABC rules.

ABC may refuse to issue a license to any person who has violated their rules in the past, has a disqualifying criminal 
record, or is otherwise disqualified due to any DUI's that haven't gone through a probationary period. This applies to 
anyone and/or their significant other who will own 10% or more of the Entity.

The following is a list of Ownership Entities

• Sole Owner

• Partnership

• Corporation

• Limited Liability Corporation

• Limited Partnership

• Trust



Other Pertinent ABC Items 

•  Procedure for transfer of an ABC License for an Asset Sale v Stock Sale.

• Landlords first right of refusal to purchase license.

• Conditions on license and procedure for changing conditions.

• Responsible Beverage Service (RBS) Training Program.



New Liquor License at a Previously Unlicensed Locations

When adding a new ABC license at a previously unlicensed location, the process requires additional forms to be 
submitted to ABC along with the complete package of application. 

These Forms include

• Zoning Form- ABC 255- The applicant is required to contact the local planning dept and ask a few questions that 
are on the form & include the name & ph # of the person they spoke with.

• Residence Rule – ABC 247 - Write in all residential addresses within 100 Feet from the location, write in None if 
no nearby residential units

• Consideration Points – ABC 251 - Write in all schools, churches, hospitals, public playgrounds, and youth 
facilities located within 600 feet from the location. Write in None if no nearby consideration points

After submission of the application an ABC Investigator will advise if anything needs to be done. Or if it is clear to 
move forward at this location.



Types of License Transfers

The Transfer of an existing license is the most common way to obtain an ABC license.

The following are the types of License Transfers:



New Liquor License Authorizations 

In general, many license types are readily available for purchase. Although several license types only have a certain number 

already allotted per County (per capita) and require Authorization from the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 

(ABC).

From September 11, 2023, through September 22, 2023, in counties where such licenses are available, applications for new original on-

sale general and off-sale general licenses will be accepted at district and branch offices. During the same period, priority applications 

will be accepted for the intercounty transfer of on-sale general and off-sale general licenses, as authorized.

Prior to the priority application period, the department will announce how many new licenses are authorized based on statutory authorizations and 

limitations. The department will provide a list of counties that will be eligible for additional on-sale general and off-sale general licenses.

Only one priority application will be accepted from any one applicant per county for each type of license. A fee of $17,335 is to be paid when filing 

an application for a new original general license and a fee of $6,570 is to be paid when filing a priority application for the intercounty transfer of a 

general license. Only a certified check, cashier’s check or money order will be accepted for payment of the application fee, which should be made 

payable to Alcoholic Beverage Control.

If the number of applicants within a county for a particular type of license/transaction is equal to or less than the number of licenses 

available, all applicants will be notified that they have 90 days to complete a formal application for their specific premises.

If the department receives more applications than there are licenses available, a public drawing will be held. Priority drawings for new 

licenses will be scheduled the week of October 23, 2023. To participate in such a drawing, an applicant must have been a resident of 

California for at least 90 days prior to the date of the scheduled drawing. Successful drawing participants will be notified that they have 

90 days to complete a formal application for their specific premises.

Unsuccessful drawing participants will be automatically refunded their application fee (minus a $100 service charge) within 90-120 days of the 

priority drawing but will retain their priority ranking until a new priority list is established in 2023.



ABC Licensing Forms – Buyer/Applicant

The forms used to apply for an ABC license are defined by the License Application Type and the Ownership Entity. 

Below is a sample of the Buyer forms.

These includes the 3 required Notarization forms:

Application Sign On Sheet         Individual Personal Affidavit        Application Questionnaire 
The Planned Operation form does 

not require Notarization



ABC Licensing Forms – Seller/Licensee

The seller will complete forms for the sale/transfer of an ABC license.

There are only 3 forms for a seller to complete regardless of Application and Entity Type.

Application Sign Off Sheet

Requires Notarization

The Notice of Intended Transfer must be

Recorded at the County Recorder’s Office
Both Buyer and Seller Sign

The Seller typically draws a diagram. 

Either party can. The buyer signs the 

form



Current License Market Value by County
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